
ACTUAL INFORMATION LITERACY ROUNDTABLE
Friday, 30th April, 2.30-4.30pm, ANU

In attendance: 
Chair  Karen Visser ANU
ACU Kate Bunker Rachael Bahl (apologies)
ADFA Anna Papoulis, Annette Scawell, Jan Gordon (apologies)
ANU Michelle Woodcroft, Debbie Trew (for Tracey Ross), Christina Flynn
CIT Helena Zobec, Lynn Fletcher
UC Louise Cooper, Maryanne Ferguson, Anita Crotty (apologies)

Roundtable of current practice for developing information literacy
Each institution outlined the organizational structures, funding models and the range of activities
which were considered as encompassing information literacy. It was unanimously agreed that
despite variances of size and structure of each institution, and the different interpretations of which
activities were considered pertinent to IL, a number of issues were common to every institution.  

Issues Arising
1. Online learning: WebCT, flexible delivery
2. Orientation and induction programs: Tours, academic and sessional staff, part-time staff,

online alternatives
3. Meeting the needs of specific groups of students: International, post-graduate, First years
4. Generic vs embedded IL training: designing and tailoring courses, assessment of

outcomes, evaluation and feedback mechanisms, enhancing the use of electronic resources,
use of IL frameworks and standards 

5. Operational issues: certification, enrolment systems, effective reporting of IL program
outcomes to students, academic and general staff 

The group felt that the initial meeting had not allowed an in-depth understanding of how other
member institutions addressed these issues, and that ANZIIL July and December symposia would
not be a viable alternative to a regular ACTUAL IL Roundtable group. It was decided, therefore, that
there would be much to be gained from participation in a practical small-scale, local forum such as
an ACTUAL roundtable.

Anticipated outcomes 
1. Facilitate sharing strategies and experiences on information literacy
2. Promote cross-institutional opportunities for formal and observational professional development

for those involved in information literacy: 
3. Provide a formal mechanism for alerting members of professional development opportunities in

the region eg email listserv for IL practitioners 

Recommendations
• That ACTUAL consider formalizing the IL Roundtable 
• That the IL Roundtable rotate host institutions but the Chair be for a 12 month period
• That IL roundtable meetings take place 4 times per year 
• That the Agenda be at the discretion of the host institution but in general be drawn from the

list of issues identified in the initial roundtable meeting.

Karen Visser 
4 May 2004 


