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Today’s Presentation

● Basic facts about HathiTrust
● "Default" access 
● Methods we employ to open works
● HathiTrust’s experience in getting university 

publications open in general
● How to create a digital collection in HathiTrust

The content of this presentation and session today should not be considered legal advice.
If you have specific legal questions, please consult an attorney with knowledge of

copyright law.



HathiTrust in Brief

What is HathiTrust?

● A shared digital repository founded in October 2008. Very large scale, 
with dual focus on preservation and access. Since 2011, includes a 
research center for computational research

● Over 17 million volumes
● A membership community of 160+ research libraries

Current focused programs & initiatives

● HathiTrust Research Center - text & data mining
● Copyright Review
● Shared Print - monographs, coordinated retention commitments
● US Federal Documents

https://www.hathitrust.org/

https://www.hathitrust.org/


Text mining etiquette books 



Very popular with 
genealogists



Local publications



Who can access HathiTrust 
content?

Member Libraries
● Full pages download of public domain book

● Access to copyrighted books for print disabled users

● Text mining advanced support 

Anybody anywhere
● Snippet search of entire collection

● Read public domain and CC licensed. Single page 

download

● Access to text mining tools



Default access in HathiTrust

simplified access explanation graphic by Angelina Zaytsev









https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/006609633

Commonwealth GovDoc 
copyright review project

● UK, Canada, Australia gov docs
● 30+ people
● 8,664 done this year
● 44,500 to go

https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/006609633


Creative Commons licenses 
www.creativecommons.org

http://www.creativecommons.org


Who opens their books

●Authors: for broader distribution

●Heirs: manage the publications of a parent

●Publishers: open access to a backlist 

●Universities: locally produced research





https://www.hathitrust.org/
creative_commons_declarat
ion_form

This form enables a copyright 
holder or a representative of a 
copyright holder to select a 
Creative Commons license and 
authorize HathiTrust to release 
the work for full view.



CC-zero 

● A rights holder waives 
all copyright and 
related rights

● Must be agreed to by 
all the owners of 
copyrighted work



Send the list and permission 
form

To feedback@issues.hathitrust.org 

● signed permission form 
● select one CC license 
● attach a list of items 

The list should reference either HathiTrust volume ID or 
catalog record ID number.



A single permission form can 
cover

One item 

Multiple items (listed on a spreadsheet)



Citation can be

A single item in HathiTrust

L'Organisation du marché du lait. Albert Chanier. 
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/coo.31924013773399

Anticipate future scanning of more items on 
a record

Cornell studies in industrial and labor relations. 
Vol. 1 (1950) - Vol. 31 (1997); inclusive.  
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/000059563



How to ask for a report

● email user support 
(feedback@issues.hathitrust.org) 

● request a rights holder report
● give parameters for a search of 

the MARC data that will turn up 
your publications  

● we will run a query and send you 
spreadsheet 

“Could you please 
provide a rights holder 
report where Florida 
Geological Survey is 
listed as either the 
author or the 
publisher?”



Sample report



Your job to finalize the 
report 

● Edit the list to remove false hits. 
● Remove anything from the list if you do 

not have the rights. 
● Sort out your publication rights by 

reviewing your contracts, contacting 
the authors, or else remove the items

● Final list of item IDs should only be 
things for which you represent that you 
have rights



Collection builder

Build a collection to make your publications 
easy to find and search.



Explore 
featured collections 
created by other users

● Scripps Institute of Oceanography
● Carnegie Institute
● California Legislative
● Cornell Making of America
● Islamic Manuscripts
● Library science journals
● New Zealand Parliamentary 

Debates (Hansard)



How to find out more
HathiTrust newsletter: 
https://www.hathitrust.org/news_publications

HathiTrust email support: 
feedback@issues.hathitrust.org

Twitter: @HathiTrust   

https://www.hathitrust.org/news_publications
https://www.hathitrust.org/news_publications
mailto:feedback@issues.hathitrust.org

