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Disaster preparation from a Managing the library fire risk–  thanks to Cathy and the team

SIS News
 
Farewelling two exceptional people. 
Farewell Barry Canty and Di Riddell. Both made 
tremendous contribution to us. Barry was a bibliophile 
disguised as a book seller. We are enormously grateful 
to him and his family for the assistance provided in 
rebuilding the Chifley collection.  Di made an amazing 
contribution to ANU – as Secretary of ANUSA from 
1968-90, Manager ANU Arts Centre for the next 5 years 
and active member of the Alumni Faculty. She was a 
marriage celebrant as well – performing ceremonies for 
many students and ex-students including me.
 
Library Staff Consultative Committee. The 
LSCC met last week and discussed a number of 
matters including library services, collection, progress 
on the insurance claim and work heath and safety 
issues.  Call for nominations still open for one 
member in the category ANU 1-4 – information on the 
committee can be found here.
 
Digital Scholarship. The Digital Scholarship area 
officially commenced this week – it is the merge of the 
Open Research team and Digitisation team. They are 
enjoying sharing information and developing their 
knowledge to continue to deliver a great service.
 
Rare book valuation. Mr. Peter Tinslay 
commences on the valuation for ANU Rare Library 
Material on Monday next week.
 
Exhibitions in 2020. Do you have any ideas for 
exhibitions next year?  Woroni have made a proposal 
as it is their 70th anniversary – I am sure there are lots 
of good ideas floating around. Do let me know of yours. 
The Exhibitions committee is Heather Jenks, Kathryn 
Dan and me.
 
CAUL.

• Anne Bell, University Librarian, University of 
Sydney, has announced that she will be 
retiring on 15 November 201

• the CAUL Executive Director position is now 
advertised.

 
Menzies visitors. Last week the Menzies 
Information Access team had a delightful impromptu 
coffee and conversation with Asst. Prof Koh Keng We 
Assistant Professor, School of Humanities & Deputy 
Director, Chinese Heritage Centre, Nanyang Technical 
University Singapore. Prof We had been a regular at 
Menzies for the past three months, working through our 
printed collections investigating society and Identity 
during Dutch colonisation of Indonesia and English 
colonisation of Malay. Prof We has now returned to 
Singapore. Prof We thinks we have a wonderful 
collection as well as wonderful staff. Prof We informed 
us of some interesting upcoming library related 
sessions at the 11th International Convention of Asia 
Scholars (ICAS) in Leiden 15-19 July this year.  There 
are three sessions that are of Library focus and Prof We 
is presenting in the second session . His topic is The 
Society and the Library: Comparing collection-
building and knowledge formation in British Malaya 
and the Netherlands East Indies, likely to include 
references to ANU collections in this paper. Prof We 
also suggested that some of the works we have on the 
general shelves should be in Rare books that Tom is 
following up.
 
Frieda and Tom met with four staff from the Hunan 
University Library this afternoon; the Library Director, 
Associate Director, Acquisitions Manager and Liaison 
Librarian (as well as their Interpreter). They were 
pleasantly surprised with works in the Harvard-
Yenching materials on Level one as well as the our 
holding of the Library of Congress Microform Collection 
of Rare Books of the Peking National Library.

 

 
ANU Archives.
Archive were pleased to recently receive a large 
collection of research papers, photographs, audio visual 
material, maps and charts from Emeritus Professor Ian 
Maddocks. Ian is recognised internationally for his work 
in palliative care and as a passionate advocate for world 
peace. Ian completed his MD thesis on blood pressure 
patterns in the populations of Fiji and the Gilbert 
Islands, both of which had very low rates of 
hypertension and cardiovascular disease. In 1961 he 
was given the opportunity to teach medicine at the 
newly established Papuan Medical College and to work 
as a specialist physician at Port Moresby General 
Hospital. During his time in Pari, Ian amassed a large 
amount of research about the local people and culture, 
conducting research on Pari anthropology, history, 
linguistics and theology. He connected with many 
locals, who recounted stories and legends. He also 
collected a significant amount of health data and 
genealogical information. Information about Ian's 
collection can be found on the website.
 
An image from Archives was used in a recent article on 
equal pay in The Conversation.
 
Lifeline changes donation policy. Lifeline 
have revised their donation policy. They will no longer 
be accepting further material that has any identifying 
library stamp/barcode/imprint etc on a book; irrespective 
if the identifier has been stamped “cancelled”. Thus 
such deselected collection material can no longer 
be sent to Lifeline. For more information see your 
CML.
 
All ANU theses digitised. Did you know all our 
theses have been digitised? See our news item here. 
Congratulations to the team who did the amazing work 
to make this happen – particular Erin and Stephanie 
who might have thought it would never come to an end!
 
ILL changed re DVDs. At the Library Managers 
meeting this week we agreed that the loan practice 
would be amended to allow DVDs to be lent on inter-
library loan. The web page will be updated soon.
 
AARnet annual report. We are featured – yeah!

 
University Research Committee. At the recent 
meeting discussion covered many topics including:

• Strategic Presentation on Research 
Performance

• Research Performance Benchmarking
• Indirect Costs of Research and Consultancies 

Policy
 
IARU news. The Librarians Group of the 
International Alliance of Research Universities (IARU) 
will be meeting here on 10-12 July. News from our 
colleagues:
 

• Richard Ovenden, Bodleian Librarian, was 
appointed an Officer of the Order of the British 
Empire

• Susan Gibbons, Yale University Librarian, will 
be moving full-time into a vice provost role 
once a new university librarian has been 
appointed.

 
Better Metadata Could Help Save The 
World. Who could miss such a wonderful theme – 
Alice Meadows introduces the Metadata 2020 project. 
“Metadata 2020’s work includes getting a better 
understanding of what librarians, publishers, 
researchers, and repository managers already know 
about metadata. The Researcher Communications 
project group is exploring how to increase the impact 
and consistency of communications with researchers 
about metadata. Other Metadata 2020 groups are 
addressing this from the perspective of librarians, 
publishers, and repository managers”.
 
Roxanne Missingham
University Librarian
 
FROM HR
 
 
Super resources for women
Did you know 23.9% of women aged 65 and over are 
experiencing entrenched (i.e. seven or more years) 
income poverty, compared to 17.6% of men aged 65 
and over? UniSuper’s online resources consider the 
issues behind this income gap and aim to improve 
women’s retirement outcomes.
 
 
Events
 
Digital Curation in the Indigenous Data 
Network. join Professor Marcia Langton, Dr James 
Rose and Dr Len Smith as they discuss Digital Curation 
in the Indigenous Data Network. Based at the University 
of Melbourne, the Indigenous Data Network was 
created in 2017. Its dual purpose is to strengthen local 
Indigenous communities’ agency in managing their data 
and to strengthen policy and decision making.
Date: Wednesday 26 June, 201910-11 am. 
Venue: NLA Theatre - This event will also be available 
as a Zoom webinar
 
Tour of CSIRO Black Mountain Library
The tour will cover the digitisation service, rare books 
collection, and we’ll have artefacts from the CSIRO 
archives on display.  They’ll also be an opportunity to 
see our new purpose built Document Supply Centre 
where all CSIRO print collections are stored, and hear 
about our collection consolidation project.   Following 
the tour they will be conducting a workshop with ALIA 
for special libraries on reshaping the library service and 
developing a mission statement.
Registration details can be found here. 
Date: Tuesday July 16, 2019, 9:30am to 1:00pm. 
Venue: CSIRO Black Mountain Library
 
Designing the Archive: International 
Council on Archives (ICA), Pacific 
Regional Branch of ICA, the Australian 
Society of Archivists and the Archives and 
Records Association of New Zealand 
conference
DATE: 21-25 October 2019
VENUE:  Adelaide.
See more online
 
 
Australian Research Data 
Commons
 
Digital Curation in the Indigenous 
Data Network
Wed 26 Jun, 10:00 - 11:00 AEST Canberra
The Indigenous Data Network was created in 
2017. Its dual purpose is to strengthen local 
Indigenous communities’ agency in managing 
their data and to strengthen policy and 
decision making
Register
 
Research Vocabularies Australia 
workshop
Thu 25 Jun, 10:00 - 15:00 AEST Canberra
Are you interested in national research 
infrastructure to support the use of 
standardised terminology in data? We 
are seeking input into the roadmap for 
Research Vocabularies Australia (RVA).
Register your interest
 
Call to participate: Australian 
eResearch Skilled Workforce 
Summit
Closes Tue 25 Jun
The ARDC welcomes submissions from any 
organisations, individuals or teams seeking to 
collaborate on developing aspects of an 
Australian research workforce composed of 
both digitally skilled researchers, and 
research support professionals with digital 
expertise, to maximise research impact.
Read more

ANU Press and Open Access 
Publishing
 
2019 Chief Minister's Northern 
Territory History Book Award. 
 Teaching "proper" drinking? Clubs and 
pubs in Indigenous Australia has been 
shortlisted for the award has been 
shortlisted for the award.  You can read 
more about this year’s submissions and the 
shortlist via the online announcement: 
ntl.nt.gov.au
 
The future of open access 
books. Springer Nature has just 
published a new white paper “The future of 
open access books: Findings from a global 
survey of academic book authors.” The 
survey of more than 2,500 academic book 
authors provides in-depth insights into 
attitudes towards open access. This survey 
looked at researchers' motivations for 
publishing a book, and analyses the 
parameters and key drivers which influence 
academics to publish OA or not. The white 
paper also identifies the major obstacles to 
OA publication which book authors still 
face: from a lack of awareness of OA 
publishing options and low funding, to 
concerns about how OA books are 
perceived.
>> read more

 
Knowledge Futures Group: An 
interview with Amy Brand, 
Director of the MIT Press. The 
MIT Knowledge Futures Group is a new 
joint venture of the MIT Press and the MIT 
Media Lab. Its ultimate goal is to help build 
a more sustainable scholarly publishing 
ecosystem. Amy concludes “research 
communication tools and practices have so 
far failed to take full advantage of the 
linking, access, and decentralized authority 
that the Web enables. While technology 
has vastly accelerated the pace at which 
knowledge is created, we are far from 
harnessing the Web’s true potential to 
speed discovery in science and other fields 
of inquiry... The knowledge creation 
enterprise – and its ability to stimulate 
progress in all areas of human endeavor – 
depends in no small part on how effectively 
universities and other mission-driven 
organizations can hasten access to 
trustworthy information and underlying 
technologies.
>> read more
 
UK open access publishing 
project. A new Research England 
funded project will help universities, 
researchers, libraries and publishers to 
make more, and better, use of open access 
book publishing. It will enable greater 
access to world-leading research and 
increase its impact. The Community-led 
Open Publication Infrastructures for 
Monographs (COPIM) is a partnership led 
by Coventry Infrastructure.
>> read more
 
Plan S Richard Poynder;s new blog post 
“Why did Riksbankens Jubileumsfond 
decide to leave cOAlition S?” Poynder’s 
thoughts include “forcing oppressive OA 
mandates on researchers may turn out to 
be counterproductive.”
>> read more
 
Funding for OA – OHIOlink.  A 
Wiley Open Access Account will enable 
OhioLINK-affiliated researchers to use a 
central fund for Article Publication Charges 
(APC). Piloting the implementation of a 
Wiley Open Access Account across the 
consortium will allow OhioLINK and its 
members to investigate the consortial 
challenges of the transformation of the 
publication and management of open 
access research. Members will collectively 
determine the criteria and mechanisms for 
assigning the funds.
>> read more
 
Do Authors Have Any Power 
Over Publishers?  Shaun Khoo 
questions whether authors will exercise 
their market power to put downward 
pressure on article processing charges. 
Key issues – copyright Surveys of 
academics have found the majority of 
authors believe that copyright should be 
retained by authors. But when it comes 
time to sign a copyright transfer agreement, 
almost everyone signs even though around 
half are reluctant to do so. Only around 2% 
of authors try to modify the terms of 
copyright agreements. There is no reason 
why authors who can pay an APC will 
choose cheaper journal.
>> read more
 
 

 
 
 
Open Research
 
OA Week theme. The theme for Open 
Access Week this year has been 
announced: ‘Open for Whom? Equity in 
Open Knowledge’. This year’s theme, 
which builds on last years, aims to deepen 
our conversations about being inclusive by 
design and to turn those conversations into 
action. Open Access Week is happening 
Monday 21–Sunday 27 October 2019.
 
Nine Million Books and Eleven 
Million Citations: A Study of 
Book-Based Scholarly 
Communication Using 
OpenCitations. ”This study uses the 
COCI dataset (a comprehensive open 
citation dataset provided by OpenCitations) 
to explore books' roles in scholarly 
communication. The COCI data we 
analyzed includes 445,826,118 citations 
from 46,534,705 bibliographic entities. By 
analyzing such a large amount of data, we 
provide a thorough, multifaceted 
understanding of books. Among the 
investigated factors are 1) temporal 
changes to book citations; 2) book citation 
distributions; 3) years to citation peak; 4) 
citation half-life; and 5) characteristics of 
the most-cited books. Results show that 
books have received less than 4% of total 
citations, and have been cited mainly by 
journal articles. Moreover, 97.96% of books 
have been cited fewer than 10 times. Books 
take longer than other bibliographic 
materials to reach peak citation levels, yet 
are cited for the same duration as journal 
articles. Most-cited books tend to cover 
general (yet essential) topics, theories, and 
technological concepts in mathematics and 
statistics.”
>> read more
 
O-optimization of academic 
publishing metrics: observing 
Goodhart’s Law in action. ” In 
this study, we analyzed >120 million papers 
to examine how the academic publishing 
world has evolved over the last century, 
with a deeper look into the specific field of 
biology. Our study shows that the validity of 
citation-based measures is being 
compromised and their usefulness is 
lessening. In particular, the number of 
publications has ceased to be a good 
metric as a result of longer author lists, 
shorter papers, and surging publication 
numbers. Citation-based metrics, such 
citation number and h-index, are likewise 
affected by the flood of papers, self-
citations, and lengthy reference lists. 
Measures such as a journal’s impact factor 
have also ceased to be good metrics due to 
the soaring numbers of papers that are 
published in top journals, particularly from 
the same pool of authors. Moreover, by 
analyzing properties of >2,600 research 
fields, we observed that citation-based 
metrics are not beneficial for comparing 
researchers in different fields, or even in 
the same department.”
>> read more
 
 
New in the repository
 

• Helping local industries help 
themselves in a multi-level 
biosecurity world - Dealing with 
the impact of horticultural pests 
in the trade arena

• How to quantify (the response 
to) sexual selection on traits

• Antiferroelectrics for Energy 
Storage Applications: a Review

• Book Review: Global 
Lawmakers: International 
Organizations in the Crafting of 
World Markets by Susan 
Block-Lieb and Terence 
Halliday

• Creating an enabling 
environment for industry-driven 
pest suppression: The case of 
suppressing Queensland fruit 
fly through area-wide 
management

 
 
Keeping up to date
 
Collections at the Heart of 
Academic Libraries. A new issue 
brief by Oya Y. Rieger argues that the very 
nature of what we mean by the library 
collection has changed. She proposes that 
a more intentional effort to scope the library 
collection and recognize its boundaries — 
difficult though this may be — will enable 
improved strategic engagement and 
resource allocations on priorities such as 
preservation and discovery
>> read more
 
 
“accessible online exhibits”. In 
this blog post. Dennis Massie has written a 
blog post summarising discussion on 
creating interactive digital exhibits that are 
accessible and inclusive.  “Accessible and 
inclusive” in this context means that Web 
sites, tools, and technologies are designed 
and developed so that people with 
disabilities and learning differences can use 
them.  .
>> read more
 
OCLC RLP Collection Building 
and Operational Impacts 
Working Group Update. The link 
below goes to slides from this webinar. 
“The Collection Building and Operational 
Impacts Working Group was formed to 
explore the intersections between current 
collecting and collection management 
practices; seek ways to better integrate 
collection management considerations into 
the collection development process; and 
bring together colleagues across these 
important, interdependent functions. Since 
its formation in late 2018, the group has 
been working on a suite of tools to support 
cost estimation and better communication 
between those involved in building and 
caring for collections, to enable informed, 
responsible, and shared decision making. 
In this webinar, we will share our process 
and progress on these tools and seek 
feedback to inform our next iteration of 
work”.
>> read more
 
AI bots in the academic 
library. Jeffrey R. Young writes: “The 
newest librarian at the University of 
Oklahoma is a robot. It’s a chatbot, which 
library officials plan to add to the library’s 
website this summer to answer some of the 
most common questions students come in 
with, as well as to help them get started 
with their research. The system can tackle 
things like ‘where can I print?’ or ‘what 
databases do you have about biology?’ 
Anything it can’t answer gets sent to a 
human librarian. The bot is just one 
example of how college libraries and 
technologists are experimenting with 
artificial intelligence to support students and 
professors in their research.”....
>> read more
 
Open and Equitable Scholarly 
Communications: Creating a 
More Inclusive Future. Prepared 
for ACRL by Nancy Maron and Rebecca 
Kennison with Paul Bracke, Nathan Hall, 
Isaac Gilman, Kara Malenfant, Charlotte 
Roh, and Yasmeen Shorish, this paper 
encourages the community to make the 
scholarly communications system more 
open, inclusive, and equitable by outlining 
trends, encouraging practical actions, and 
identifying the most strategic research 
questions to pursue..
>> read more
 
ACRL Equity, Diversity, and 
Inclusion LibGuide. The new guide 
contains a wealth of information on ways 
ACRL has implemented the association’s 
Core Commitment, including the ACRL 
Diversity Alliance; standards and 
guidelines; information on conference and 
online learning programming; links to 
books, articles, and other publications 
focusing on EDI topics; a calendar of 
association activities; and suggestions on 
ways to get involved.
>> read more
 
Machine Learning and 
Information Management. 
Information Innovation @ UTS meeting on 
Managing Learning and Information 
session. Matthew Golab, InfoGovANZ 
Advisory Board member provided insights 
into how machine learning is used within 
large scale document review in legal 
disputes.  Professor Kennedy discussed 
the use of machine learning in the 
Biomedical data science laboratory at UTS. 
Glen Humphries provided insights of a pilot 
of using machine learning to classify 
records at NSW State Archives and 
Records Authority. 
Prof Paul Kennedy (UTS):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=H56ddueWaaw
Glen Humphries (NSW State Records):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=_cR_UAFK1SM
Matthew Golab (Gilbert + Tobin):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tQ-
sBTfaW98
Q&A:
https://soundcloud.com/user-722164145/q-
a-session-from-the-machine-learning-for-
information-management-information-
session/s-Vq9ZT
 
Big Data, Privacy and 
Information Governance: 
Incorporating an Ethical 
Based Assessment. Susan 
Bennett considers why an ethical based 
approach can build trust and transparency 
with consumers and citizens, and why it 
should be part of good information 
governance, as a means of maximising the 
value of information derived from data 
analytics while minimising risks.
>> read more
 
Digitising arts and culture. In 
the annual Brian Johns Memorial Lecture, 
at the State Library of NSW, Katrina 
Sedgwick argued that digital technologies 
have unlimited potential to transform the 
arts and culture, including archival 
collections.
>> read more
 
Privacy policies: the good, the 
bad and the ugly. If you thought 
they were unreadable you were right - 
Kevin Litman-Navarro used the Lexile test 
and other tools finding that there was much 
room for improvement.
>> read more
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